I suppose that it would be foolish to expect that a Parish Council should have an easy year and needless to say this past year has been a challenge on a number of fronts.  Some of which have been overcome and others which just seem never ending or just very difficult to bring to a conclusion.

On the plus side we had a very well attended Village Clean Up morning at the beginning of the year, a much greater number of people than expect showed up at the shop one Sunday morning, shows what offering bacon rolls will achieve(!) and a huge amount of rubbish was pulled out of the verges and hedgerows and a lot of road signs were given a spruce up.  What I think was an even greater outcome from that morning's work was when we came to review the need for another morning at the end of the year it was clearly unnecessary as the village has generally been maintained in a far less litter strewn environment. So thank you every one for that.

One of the areas where some significant rubblish removal was achieved was the burial ground which was not before time and a considerable amount of other effort has gone into improving the environment here.  New fencing around the extension, a path to improve access, a notice board and a number of new trees being planted along the north east side plus a better supply of water have been put in place.  But somehow we appear to have come to a hiatus where a bit more input, for example to the issue of the fencing and general area around “Pop” Green's seat, which I might say is a nice area for quiet reflection following the work by “Nod” Knott in lifting the canopy of the huge chestnut tree, would just add something more to the environment.  Generally speaking the condition of the whole churchyard and burial ground has been maintained to a pretty high standard, but perhaps pursuing the levelling of graves with re-turfing as necessary would make the job of grass cutting with more mowing and less reliance on strimming a bit easier.  This is something that the PC and PCC need to jointly pursue in the coming year.

During this year we have been beset by works on the roads and footpaths.  Gigaclear completed their work to provide fibre internet access to all properties but as the work took rather longer than was expected and the Openreach offering came sooner it may be that take up of very fast fibre has been less than Gigaclear expected.  In addition Anglian Water spent a great deal of time installing a replacement main along Portway Road to the centre of the village, work that was very necessary but again yet to be completed so that the water feature opposite the shop has remained.  TfB carried out some remedial drainage work in Main Street and these two activities left the roads in a pretty terrible state, so the significant first phase of resurfacing Main Street, School Lane, Church Street and Portway Road has been welcome and our thanks to County Councillor, Angela Macpherson for her input fighting our corner has been much appreciated.

This past year has heralded a significant change in the ongoing governance of Buckinghamshire in the creation of a single Unitary Authority for the whole county, taking the place from April 2020 of the County and four District Councils currently extant.  Time will only tell if this is a wise decision and TPC must take its part in ensuring the voice of the north is heard over the coming months.  There will undoubtedly be teething problems as the movement of, for example, planning and licensing and other services move from district to unitary responsibility. 

Planning seems currently beyond the ability of AVDC to manage and the PC's own application to renew the pavillion facilities on our Recreation Ground has been stuck in the system for eight months with no obvious signs of approval or otherwise.  Very frustrating for the sports clubs who use the ground and, indeed, for other residents whose applications have been similarly trapped in the system.  On the issue of the Recreation Ground I am pleased to tell you that for a second time the ground is being recognised as one of the three best in the BBO FA area, so well done Mike Roberts and others for their hard work and Julia Cook who ensured that we were involved in the competition.

It has to be said that there are some less good issues about the Rec, viz parking and the Children's Play Area.  In the case of the former, conversations with the land agents for O&H continue to allow access to the area between the Rec and BG. Very frustrating. In the case of the Playground, there is no doubt that it looks a little tired but according to RoSPA it remains safe.  What is frustrating is that no one whose children use it is prepared to step forward and say “I'll do something about it!”  Very different to when it was funded some twenty years ago.

Finally HS2, this and the prospective Expressway continue to be the elephants in the room.  It seems impossible to have any meaningful conversations with those who appear before us as they know nothing.  One actually wonders whether anyone knows anything, though!  The promised £1million for local mitigation seems as far in the distance as it ever was, reliant on the outcome of a set of designs showing what mitigation will be put in place, designs that do not appear likely to surface anytime soon.  

