
Minutes of the Meeting of Twyford Parish Council held in the Village Hall Committee Room on Monday 17th April 2023 at 7.30pm

Present:  R Landells (Chairman), A Wood, A Peers, Rae Sloan, R Donald, M Hallam, W Abbott (acting Secretary)

Also present: M Baker

1. To record apologies: Mrs A Curtis (Clerk); Cllr Frank Mahon

2. To state any declarations of interest: None

3. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting: Approved   

4. Cllr Mahon report: Not present 

5. Old shop – progress report and project timetable from Mr R Donald:

Mr Donald suggested that there is a deferred completion date for the opening of the former Shop Plot – to be a structured Green Space.   It will not be feasible to finalise the works by the time of the King’s Coronation on the 6th May 2023 but more realistic to perhaps aim for an opening ceremony on an appropriate date this autumn.   

The new length of wall against Mr and Mrs Bennett on the northern boundary of the Plot.   Quotations received to date include:   DJT £10725 + vat; Northampton Brick Works £5500 + vat - with a reported four to five weeks for mobilisation to site.   R Hawker and E Brazier have been asked to quote but have yet to respond.   Foundations are not complicated, and the meeting felt that an appropriate price might be £2k + vat.   Perhaps look to down-spec from brick to concrete block.

EKFB (contractors for hS2 Ltd) asked to provide fencing, but are mitigation funds for community projects of this nature still available?    Fencing to follow on from the erection of the brick wall.   Pedestrian gates have been procured and are in storage.

Planting programme with fruit trees, including a Crab Apple, under progress in compliance with Mrs Rollason’s planting plan.

Area to be seeded rather than turfed and then wildflower mix can be incorporated at the same time.

Meeting with Dave Jellis-Jones has been held, but his quotation will need to follow on after datum points have been established.

6. Donation of trees/shrubs – Mr Landells lead a discussion and proposed a plan for planting including setting up working party:

Following discussions with EKFB, quite a lot of planting material has been procured.   A Privet Hedge has been planted on southern border of Old Shop Plot; and then “guerrilla” planting carried out around the parish on Monday 17th April.   White willow, Buckthorn, Black Poplar, Hornbeam, are amongst the spare species and parishioners are to be informed that these will be available for free on Saturday, 22nd May 2023.    Some further planting will be carried out at the Recreation Ground; and then some trees in the field behind Portway Cottages including Black Poplars and around the Pond in the corner of the field – following permission granted at the meeting by Mr A Wood.

7. HS2/EWR – update from Mrs Rae Sloan:

East-West Rail did not turn up and want to discontinue the meetings.    There will be a handover from hS2 to EWR on the 28th of August 2023 at Calvert Lake.   Road repairs reportedly carried out on road to Stratton Audley Park and elsewhere in the parish.

Dave Butcher of hS2 had met and plans of the Bund have been requested: since it is suspected that work has already started, although this has not been conceded by hS2.   There are concerns about the angle of the slope and so cross-sectional plans have been requested.    Frustration because information is not being made available.    The height of the railway under the Hybrid Bill had a tolerance of + or – 3 metres and no confirmation has been made available.

It was agreed that a letter should be sent by the Chairman to the MP asking him to seek clarification of these points.

There are fears that water is being returned untreated into the catchment system and a potential for a problem: siltation downstream.

Email received from Mrs Godliman including photographic evidence of a Flannery lorry loaded with a Digger coming from Poundon recently.    More reports that HGV loaded with Flannery logoed plant and machinery are travelling through the village.   This will be taken up with Cllrs Mahon and Martin at Buckinghamshire Council.

The Bat Bridge is reported to be under threat of tree fall in the corridor at Sheephouse Wood.   This will result in removal of further trees or certainly more lopping.   These works are under negotiations with Buckinghamshire Council, but hS2 have dispensation to work out of season and during the nesting season under Transport & Works Act compulsory powers.

16th May or 20th June have been pencilled in for a tour of the hS2 works.

8. Helping Hands/Food bank – update from Mr Landells and Mr Hallam:

The Food Bank is well stocked, and turnover is healthy other than for tinned foodstuffs.   Donations are admirably consistent.

No take up whatsoever of the Voucher Help.   Funds transferred to Steeple Claydon.     A note of the availability of the Voucher Help scheme to be pinned up in the Food Bank.

9. Recreation Ground.   Mr Landells reported:

· Pavilion:   refurbishment funding: no update.    hS2 probably want to resist requests for funding.

· Fencing repairs adjacent to Children’s Play Area:   Mr Steven Hodges to be asked to carry out these works.

· Sunday games of Cricket: approaches received from third parties to use the Ground, but preparation of the wicket will be burdensome and ought to be resisted.    The Recreation Ground should be open and available to other village users.

10. Planning applications / issues incl. any update on Red Furlong Farm.   Mr Landells reported:

No planning applications have been made.   

The site management plan for Red Furlong has been submitted to time in compliance with the deadline imposed by the Planning Inspectorate and is now under consideration by County Highways.   The Plan is in the public domain but has not been made available to the Parish Council.

Mr and Mrs Tom Deeley at Pembridge Farm have withdrawn their planning application.

11. Suggestion of allocation of duties for councillors 2023-24 for ratification at May meeting – roads/pavements/traffic; HS2/EWR; burial ground; drainage/water supply; old shop project; recreation ground/pavilion.

Portfolios will be delegated in May: The Chairman has been overwhelmed.

12. Discussion as to how the village has changed since the pandemic – should the Parish Council initiate a survey of households for information such as: length of time resident in village; intentions to remain; knowledge, membership and use of village amenities such as shop, church, chapel and its facilities, school, named clubs, societies and organisations. Use the information gathered to update 2005 village plan?

Is the village spirit dissipating?   TADS is less active and the correlation with the Village Hall has diminished.   Progress with the Parish Plan has been pushed back due as much as anything to hS2 and EWR.

Concern was expressed that use of the Village Hall is being pushed into second place by the Chapel; and the transfer of Rock at The Rec to a site out of the village.   The perception is that the community is not as cohesive as it was 18 years ago.    Quite a lot of houses have been purchased by hS2 and other increases in the rental sector has resulted in more “short termism”.

Lack of engagement between the various organisations including the Parish Council.   But the state of the Village Hall floor is not helping bookings; the heating system is expensive, and it is a large building to heat.   The Chapel is now very comfortable and relatively cheap.   There are mitigating factors for the re-location of Rock at the Rec and there are opportunities for a larger event which will hopefully raise monies for refurbishment of the Village Hall.

The Village Hall will cost more than £250k to refurbish.

The demise of the football team and the cricket team is a concern: the number of villagers playing is very few.    Precedent experiences in neighbouring communities, however.   Therefore, should the Parish Council divert resources to better and more apt facilities for the wider benefit of the village?

What will happen when Mick Roberts and/or Tony Hill decide to ‘retire’?   Who might caretake the Recreation Ground.    What are alternative uses?   Bowling or tennis courts?

Is it our duty as a Parish Council to investigate?   The meeting agreed it was and to build for the future it is necessary to start now.   The Chairman to draft a Questionnaire to circulate around the village.   Then it is also beholden upon the Parish Council to ensure that the Village Hall is successfully refurbished.    Nominee (or even the whole committee) from the VH committee to be invited address the next Parish Council meeting.

13. Correspondence: 

None known other than a complaint about grass cuttings not being picked up in the Churchyard.


14.  AOB - where no decision required 

Coronation of King Charles: the Village Hall committee have commissioned Chris Scott to ‘do a painting’ and a contribution to funding might be necessary.    The Clerk to be advised.

Mrs Sloan reported that Buckinghamshire Highways could have a damaged road “patching” machine made available.

The meeting was reminded that no local elections will be held in Buckinghamshire on the 4th of May.

15. Approve payments listed separately – payment will be made electronically

Email approval received from Councillors Hallam, Peers and Landells.

16. Date of next meeting including Annual Meeting -23rd May 2023 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall




