Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 13th of October 2025
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr A Wood (Chair), Ms A Rich, Mrs R Sloan, Mr R Donald and the Clerk, Mrs A Curtis

Also present: Cllr F Mahon 











Action
1. Apologies – Mr M Baker, Mr A Peers
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the September meeting were approved and signed.
4. Cllr F Mahon update 
· BC have pushed back on MoJ traffic plan to come through villages. BC proposal is through Bicester and then use A41.

· Gawcott Road should be repaired over next 6 weeks

· BC local plan is out for consultation – 1200 pages. Parishes are being asked to provide input. FM said that within the plan was a proposal to increase social housing from 30% to 40%. FM said there was no point in parishes spending time and money on a Neighbourhood plan now as anything in the BC plan would override.

· Marsh Gibbon have had planning for 90 houses turned down; there are 3 further applications in the pipeline, and one should be accepted – FM will ask which one. MG neighbourhood plan is 9 years old so has no influence.

· MoJ do not have sufficient capacity for water and sewerage for the new prison build (950 workers)– Anglian water will fund and sort, but this will take time. In the interim, this will not stop construction as they will bring in water via bowsers and use portable toilets and take the sewerage off site.

· FM had a meeting with HS2 officers at BC – he is asking that HS2 and EKFB and Highways provide explicit information on road closures and diversion routes.
· RS asked FM what the PC could do about the proposed reduction of fire engines in the fire brigade in our area, which is terrifying given the amount of construction occurring and planned. FM advised RS should write to the chief fire officer and cc him as he can use it at full council.

· The mitigation pot is now open ended and no longer has  a stop date of March 2026. The terminology has also changed from mitigation to enhancement – this means match funding can now be obtained.

5. ‘Old Shop’ site landscaping project - RD
· One more cut has been made since the last meeting
· Fertiliser was not applied as planned due to Callum C being on holiday – this will be kept in storage until the Spring

· Twygs will be taking on one of the beds – hexagonal one preferably. RD to liaise with them.








RD

· Pear tree for Bill Burkinshaw needs progressing – RD will contact.

RD
· Plaques – some confusion over who was progressing. RD will look into and progress the orders.







RD
· There was a discussion on naming the garden  - general consensus is QE11 memorial garden – would be good to get a plaque to that effect

· Carols around the tree – Clerk to speak to Andy Peers to see what plans the village hall have








Clerk
 
6. EWR/HS2 and Solar - RS  
· HS2 at a virtual standstill – they are looking to close the Twyford to Steeple Claydon road for 12 months.
· EWR – within 3 weeks there should be a decision on the level crossing in Bicester – by Bicester Village train station.

· EWR are running test freight trains on our section of the railway. Eventually there will be freight and passenger trans running, however, the freight trains are slower so EWR are putting in passing loops.

· The lines will now be part battery and part electric via pylons.

· Solar Farm – application consultation has been submitted to BC for them to put into Central Government who then put out to public consultation within 28 days.

· BESS (battery storage)  - BC have approved the application.

· Rosefield Solar (anti solar group) have joined forces with other anti-solar groups.

· David Hickson submitted a well worded opposition to the Bicester Road application for housing – RS has asked him to assist in wording one for the Solar Farm.
7. Burial Ground/Churchyard – MB absent

8. Allotments/ Village Hall - AP
· AP absent – clerk informed meeting that 2 allotments now free as potential tenant has decided against taking them on
· Village Hall – no update
 
9. Recreation Ground – AW 
· A new 5 bar gate is being fitted that AW has organised and will let clerk have invoice to reimburse him. New dog signs will need transferring

· New dog signs are up; there are reports that people are still not keeping dogs on leads – Mike Roberts had asked if the pc could organise patrols – not feasible but anyone seeing dogs off leads should take photographs and identify owner if possible and the PC will write to them.

· The clerk informed the meeting that thanks had been received from the bride’s mother for the organisation of the helicopter to land in the recreation ground at the recent wedding– the clerk said Kevin Wall and the FC has done a fabulous job

10. Roads & pavements – AR  
· AR will chase new LAT re ditch opposite shop




AR
· Large hole appeared at entrance to village on Portway which AR will put on Fix My Street









AR
· AR to work on identifying someone to take the lead on Speedwatch with a view to getting it up and running in the Spring





AR
11. Planning applications – none 
12. Correspondence - none
13. AOB 
· AR has been approached by Kevin Wall re the mower – needs more information and will bring to next meeting

· Start time will change to 7pm from November – clerk will check with Village Hall that this is OK

Payments approved
[image: image1.emf]EON Street Light maintenance quarterly 57.60

Roger Landells Larder purchases 67.45

Clerk 6 months to 30/9/25 1055.80

HMRC PAYE on clerk pay 683.60

Twyford Village Hall Sept room rent 15.00

1879.45


Meeting closed 21:00 – next meeting 10th November 2025, 19:00
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