Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 21st of October 2024
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Peers, Mr A Wood, Mr M Hallam and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker, 











Action
1. Apologies – Mr W Abbott
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the September meeting were approved and signed. 

4. Cllr Mahon report – FM spoke to Dan Price of Langston & Tasker regarding the Bicester Road closure – although it had been said school buses would be allowed access, Dan says they are grounding and will not be running. FM is going to address this later in the evening and will be on site tomorrow morning to ensure buses run or an alternative is in place for 3pm. Addison Road – a grass verge has been left between the road and the footpath – highways did not sign off before it reopened and /EKFB are going to correct this 24/10. RS suggested using the community Bernwood minibuses.
 AW asked who was responsible for getting parked cars off the Bicester Road in the village – FM said residents had been written to although the timescale was rather wide. RL added that the School Lane closure is not going ahead as newts cannot be interfered with.





FM
5. Old shop RD –  Continued grass maintenance has been ongoing with regular cutting and collecting with strimming around the post and rail fence plus an application of Autumn weed, feed and moss killer treatment. The Privitt boundary hedge has been trimmed and berries removed in case of them being toxic. Voids beneath the benches (where the foundations were excavated) have been topsoiled and seeded.

Meeting with DTP 23rd September confirmed he was not comfortable with paving the area around the benches - although the benches were installed perfectly level (seating area) they were not installed level to each other, the engineering nature of the block work will make this situation more visible as the eye will be drawn to the irregularities. He suggested, the only way to truly resolve would be to remove the benches then reinstall to surface levels that will correspond uniformly with the block paving area. RD suggested that significant areas of block paving are not actually required, the area drains freely, we reviewed the site following 110 mm of rain in 36 hours and the grass surface walked firmly, Mick Baker was able to access the area with his mobility vehicle and wasn’t concerned about ground conditions. It was agreed to have concentrated block paving areas at both entrances and a path next to the adjacent Hodges land plus paved areas in front of each bench. 
Sleeper raised beds installations will continue - Steve McGregor has been approached for supply and prices for new hardwood timber sleepers. 

6. EWR/HS2 RS – EWR - EWR – Chiltern line passenger trains have been run. There will be a consultation regarding freight before Christmas. There have been abnormal loads on the Gawcott road at night – tonight should be the last night. Lorry limits will not be increased without additional application. The IMD will probably not be started for 3 years. There is a possibility that EKFB may put a Bailey Bridge on School Lane. 





7. Allotments and Village Hall AP – there is still one half plot available. EWR have supplied more bark and AP has requested more. The clerk advised council that EWR have requested access for a 24 month period to the allotment field for non-invasive surveys. She went through the amounts council would receive to grant access and there appeared to be no reason to deny, albeit the field is nowhere near the line.  Council agreed this could be signed and returned. Village Hall  - no updates.
8. Church and Burial Ground WA – a further cut/strim will take place in October. MH had a working party at the  ground trimming hedges etc..








9. Roads and Speeding – -nothing to update on Speed watch. Nothing has been heard back yet about the HS2 road fund application submitted by the school.
10. Recreation Ground – AW – Waiting for DtP to do the fencing with materials supplied by EKFB. Aw is organising trimming of the higher-level trees, weather permitting. The football league is having a meeting next week regarding the bad language during games.
11. Solar Farm – consultation taking part currently, finishes 23/11. Lots of wildlife will be impeded. They have reduced the number of panels planned but they will be larger, so the area required is not reduced. There will be a requirement for the solar farm to pay at least £200/megawatt available to the locality – not sure at this point what “locality” is or the purpose of the funds. FM believes it will be similar to the HS2 mitigation pot.

12. Prison – Meeting Thursday 11am at Grendon village Hall.
The original contractor ISG has ceased trading.








13. Planning Applications – Bramley Cottage, Church Street.
14. Correspondence – Val Carne has enquired if her non resident brother can have a burial plot. Cfwd to next meeting where proposed update on costs will be debated.






Clerk
15. AOB  - RD – PC emails still not working – clerk advised him to contact Function 28. MH – is unmetered supply for street lighting sorted-  clerk confirmed contract due to be signed. RL – couyncillors may recall holding a meeting at the school some 5+ years ago – proposed we hold another ne there before Christmas – children are hoping for another trip to Houses of Parliament and it would be good experience for them to get involved in a meeting. 








RL
Payments approved: -
	Roger Landells
	Larder refill
	
	
	44.53

	JT Property Services
	Grass cutting churchyard
	
	250.00

	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit fee
	
	
	504.00

	Companies House
	CIC broadband account filing fee
	15.00

	Anglian Water (Wave)
	Water pavilion
	
	51.39

	E-on
	Street light maintenance
	
	57.60

	A Curtis
	Clerk April-Sept 24
	
	1018.56

	HMRC
	PAYE re clerk pay
	
	658.80

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2599.88


Meeting closed 20:55 – next meeting 11/11/2024.
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