Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 11th November 2024
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr A Peers, Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Wood, Mr M Hallam and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker, 











Action
1. Apologies – Cllr F Mahon (Buckinghamshire Council), Mr W Abbott
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the October meeting were approved and signed. 

4. Cllr Mahon report – Pension Credit help is available in Buckinghamshire libraries, posters have been provided to advertise this. FM may be able to organise the Bernwood bus to transport people if needed. RL has spoken to Tina Hodges re advertising in the newsletter and it is on the PC website. Ashton Gilbert (EKFB) telephoned to say £1,000 plus food had been raised andwas offered to Grendon store who suggested it be shared between the villages.
5. Old shop RD – a further cut has been done, another one is due this week, which should be the last of the season. DtP has been contacted regarding the new plans for the block paving and SMcG has been chased for sleeper prices for the raised beds – delay on delivery as supplier based in Solihull – there is an alternative @ £36/sleeper – we need 25. A working party bwill be needed to put together – Callum can do crosscuts with chainsaw, but galvanised brackets will need to be used instead of mortice joints. AP has bagged the excess soil. RL suggested the PC put a Christmas tree in the garden – RS pointed out the village hall normally organised one in front of the hall – AP to speak to VH committee to ascertain plans. AW asked if there was any progress on a memorial stone – there has not been yet. There was a suggestion that the “soldier” be moved into the garden. RL said a resolution should be sought before Remembrance Day 2025 – FM said tht the monument in Steeple Claydon cost £14k – perhaps the community board would contribute. RD will make some enquiries as to costs. AW suggested perhaps it should be at the church – FM said that in Steeple Claydon, 70% of residents voted for utilising the memorial garden as it was not religious – this year 150 people attended the Remembrance Day at the garden as opposed to 10-15 when it was held at the church only. It was agreed to discuss again at the January meeting.

ALL
6. EWR/HS2 RS – EWR - EWR – RS was live on GB news during the meeting, speaking to Reece-Mogg re the HS2 bat tunnel. There is talk of a hybrid train for EWR– not electric, a mix of battery and diesel. 
Electric may be an option in the future which would mean a lot more work. HS2 are continuing their work – Gawcott Road diversion will be in place until March 2025. FM mentioned that Gawcott Road is being added to the gritting programme. EWR take over Calvert Box mid 2025 when testing is completed. Monthly mud tours continue – contact Ashton Gilbert for information. The bat tunnel will cost £100M
 - 2 x PC’s and Buckinghamshire Council are arguing about lights at either end.



7. Solar Farm – consultation has been put back to 5/12/24. FM asked if Twyford PC were going to support East and Botolph Claydon in their opposition – RL questioned what grounds could be used for objection.FM suggested the battery storage was originally being placed on a water plain prone to flooding so this has been changed to place it on stilts – average storage is a 20 ft container so if on stilts this will stand 12m above ground (the size of an average 2 storey house) so there will be a negative visual impact. RS suggested another objection could be the amount of planning appli9cdations for solar farms, not commensurate with need. AW pointed out that the changes in IHT will push more farmers toward solar instead of traditional farming.
8. Allotments and Village Hall AP – no progress on VH. Soil from the community garden is on a pallet covered with tarpaulin. Mark & Emily who took over Plonkers allotment are interested in taking on the overgrown plot – they want to know if there are any restrictions on cutting the trees down and could the PC waive the charge on that plot for this year – this was agreed. Ashton Gilbert has chased for more bark. MH had a clear out at the VH yesterday – there is 3 parts of a bench with PC on – RL will take a look at it.









RL
9. Church and Burial Ground WA – absent. RL raised the question as to whether there was an opportunity to raise funds to repair the western windows – estimated cost £14k








10. Roads and Speeding – need to organise a start date. MH – only 4 people have been trained online – 5-6 more instructions on how to sign up have been sent. Need to approach the ex-police officer from Steeple Claydon and get a provisional date – 1st Feb. Publicise via the newsletter and Life Together. School – funds from HS2 road fund for verge – RL is going to write to Laura Leach for an update. MH mentioned a JCB was left without lights on the side of the road by Manor Court after the road resurfacing – very dangerous.
11. Recreation Ground – AW – A bit of fencing has been done by DtP. RL took delivery of 20 posts and 40 rails from EKFB and to date around half have been used.  RL spoke to football league regarding bad language at matches – the FA have sent him a leaflet and plan to tackle it by 2028. RL has threatened to remove lease. Cricket club are having their AGM in the Crown on 22/11 and there is a motion tabled to cease the club. This may create problem and opportunities and will need monitoring.
12. Prison – RL attended a meeting, felt he could not contribute and left. General thought is that it will go ahead. It looks as though it will be a prefabricated building housing circa 3000 prisoners – category A. There may be 1500-1600 workers on site and modular accommodation is being looked into to enable staff to live on site and mitigate travel. 
13. Finance Sub Committee – the clerk, RL, MB, WA, AW and possibly MH were appointed to hold the meeting second Monday in December to look at the forecast budget and reach a precept proposal to put to the rest of the council in the January meeting. The clerk will prepare the forecast and circulate prior to the meeting as she will not be available to attend the meeting in person    







Clerk
14. Planning Applications – Bramley Cottage, shed in front garden – the heritage department and neighbours have objected; Lindesfarne extension and solar panels – no objections.
15. Correspondence – burial ground – there has been an application by a non-resident for a plot. New fees were agreed - an increase of £20 on all costs plus a non-resident surcharge of £30 on plots, in line with charges levied by neighbouring PC’s. 
16. AOB –MB asked if a home had been found for the portrait of King Chrales. RL said the VH can decide – AP to raise at next VH meeting. Councillors were asked for free dates in the 2 weeks prior 22/12 to hold a meeting at the school – dates to RL and clerk. Clerk will let FM know the date and time.
Payments approved: -
Meeting closed 21:00 – next meeting 13th January 2025.
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