Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 12th of May 2025
In Committee room at 19:30 immediately following the AGM
Present: Mr A Wood (Chair), Mr A Peers (Vice Chair), Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr M Baker and the Clerk, Mrs A Curtis

Also present: Cllr F Mahon and Ms A Rich











Action
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the April meeting were approved and signed.
4. Co-option of Anna Rich to the council – AW asked AR to give the council a verbal summary of why she had applied for the post. FM explained the difference between an elected councillor and a co-opted councillor – no difference in responsibilities, only elected councillors can claim expenses. The clerk confirmed AR eligibility, and all councillors voted in favour of the co-option. AR duly became a member of the Parish council. The clerk will let the electoral authorities know.



Clerk
5. Update from Cllr Mahon

· FM read his annual report to the meeting
· FM is going to ask ex-PC chair Roger Landells to continue to assist with himself on Helping Hands
· Rachel Simmons remains as CEO at Bucks. Steve Broadbent has taken over from Martin Tett. All other elected councillors must wait until the first full council meeting on 21/5/25 to find out what jobs they have been allocated.
· FM advises that pothole and other highways issues should continue to be posted on Fix My Street. He has been invited to Northamptonshire to see how they manage the repair of their roads and will take his findings back to council.

· FM will produce a monthly report for PC’s – these cannot be used in any local publication until the Steeple Claydon magazine has been published.

· There was a discussion about the nonpayment of and liability for burial ground maintenance from Poundon and Charndon. Poundon so not have a precept and there is a memory that at one time AVDC (as was) paid the fees. FM advised the clerk to contact BALC for advice.





Clerk
6. ‘Old Shop’ site landscaping project - RD
· 2 cuts since last meeting, these will now be suspended pending rainfall.
· Christmas tree socket removed and reinstated with topsoil and turf

· School have been in contact with AP and 22/5 has been agreed as the date for 11-12 pupils accompanied by a teacher to plant herbs and strawberries. AP will purchase what is needed. AR suggested a small plaque should be provided with reference to the school efforts. Other clubs have expressed an interest in planting beds – RD to mark beds with names of those assigned to plant.

RD
· A discussion regarding naming the garden resulted in the suggestion that this should be put in the next newsletter requesting ideas so that the village are involved. The clerk will speak to Tina Hodges.






Clerk
· Clerk to check with Roger Landells as to whether the offer of Preston Bissett gardening vouchers is still valid






Clerk
· A quote for £1200 has been obtained from Mark Schofield to build a pyramidal bug hotel. AP expressed concern that it would encourage insects that some people may have an allergy to.

· RD needs to obtain quote for brass memorial plaque - requires names for the role of honour – Di Hodges best contact for this.





RD

 
7. EWR/HS2 - RS  
 
· EWR – have been bringing old, contaminated hardstanding from Deeley’s farm through the village to a new location. They are laying a new hardstanding.

· HS2 - worked late one night and were very noisy – no more is anticipated, RS has a meeting with them on 13th. RS had heard that water was being taken out of Jubilee Lake – she will find out how much at the meeting.



RS


· Gawcott Road re-opening has been further delayed due to issues with the Gas Board. 

8. Allotments/ Village Hall - AP
·  
Viv and Jake have given up their allotments and they are very overgrown. AP has organised 14th May as the date for 7 EKFB workers to come and clear the overgrown plots between 9 and 4 – in exchange for utilizing the toilet at the shop, they will run a tab for food and drink and settle at the end of the day with the shop.

AP
· Village Hall – no update
 






9. Recreation Ground – AW – fencing has been completed – spare posts and rails are still available. Sam Roberts said there were no nets along the fence and this was a PC responsibility – it is not, but EKFB have agreed to supply.
10. Allocation of councillor duties
· AW  - recreation ground
· AP – allotments and village hall
· RS – EWR and HS2

· MB – churchyard and burial ground

· AR – roads – to include finding a leader for Speed watch
11. Planning applications – none – RS asked FM to check about the supposed 6 week outage of the planning portal whilst 3 systems are amalgamated – will this mean no plans can be approved either?
12. Correspondence - none
13. AOB - none
	Payments approved
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	JT Property Services
	Grass cutting
	
	450.00

	Sports & spaces
	Garden mowing
	
	84.00

	Zurich
	Annual insurance
	
	1500.49

	NFU Mutual
	Tractor insurance
	
	78.58

	A Curtis
	Gifts councillors
	
	95.91

	EON
	Street light maintenance
	
	57.60

	
	
	
	2266.58


Meeting closed 20:40 – next meeting 9th June 2025, 19:30
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