Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 22nd May 2023.
In Twyford Village Hall Committee Room 19:15
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr A Peers, Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr M Hallam, Mr W Abbott, Mr A Wood and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker; Cllr F Mahon, Mrs D Hodges (member of the public)











Action
1. Apologies – none
2. Declaration of Interests – RL – payment of expenses included in payment list

3. Minutes - the minutes of the March meeting, approved in April, were signed. The minutes of the April meeting were approved and signed.

4. Cllr Mahon report – a) Bucks Highways have taken over from Transport for Bucks, run by Balfour Beatty and Atkins. The old pothole contract was on a fixed price basis – the new one is based on a schedule of rates. Rolling contract for 5 years on a rolling 9-month basis with review after initial 3 months. There were 8 pothole gangs at the outset, this has now risen to 13. BC are investing £100M over next 5 years on roads and a further £5M has now been committed. There is one JCB pothole pro, which can repair a posthole in 8 minutes whereas a gang can take up to 2 hours. Only 2 gangs are trained to use it at present. The current capacity is for the repair of 2.5k potholes per month. RL asked if FM will approach Steve Broadbent to attend the next PC meeting. b) There is a draft charitable donations policy being sent out by BC for feedback – licences (free) will be required for house-house or street collections for charity. c) FM has been asked to join a group of SC residents to try and ensure a lasting legacy from S2/EWR – the suggestion is to ush for land to be gifted so that solar panels can be fitted for the benefit of the community. FM is encouraging PC members from other councils to join in.

FM
5. Mrs D Hodges – circulated pictures and quote of work that needs doing for H & S purposes at the bell tower – a framework to guide ropes in a safer and more accessible manner. The clerk has already approached the community board for money toward the £3.5k required – initial feedback was that it would be classified as a repair but FM feels this is not the case so the clerk will recontact Alice Williams. RL personally guaranteed the money if it cannot be raised by alternative means, in exchange for a plaque dedicated to his late wife. Mrs Hodges asked for confirmation that a Twystory plaque relating to the Twyford entry in the Doomsday book would be allowed in the new garden, this was confirmed.









Clerk
6. Old shop RD – there is still an issue getting tenders for the wall adjoining Felgeris. There is a choice whereby a village working party could dig the footings then either a company from MK that’s been identified, or an independent bricklayer could build the wall. The meeting agreed to go with this option – RD should contact Andy Bosley who may have access to a mini digger that will be needed, and FM will ask Steve How in Steeple Claydon about a digger plus operator. AW can take the earth away.  3 x ornamental trees in KR’s plan – RD has purchased. Judith Wainwright is visiting Wednesday.

RD/FM
7. Tree/Shrub planting – RL – there are 2 trees left to plant – Back Polars – this will be done next Sunday. 20 Black Poplar whips are in the garden of RL, to bring on, and are doing well. Charlie Wood has taken any planted left to plant along line as mitigation.

8. HS2/EWR – RS – EWR are gradually moving out of the immediate area. There have been 2 HS2 meetings attended – one on the bat tunnel – HS2 are waiting for BC to give permission to pollard trees. Road closures are being moved around a lot due to HS2 being behind. Flood at end of Mill Lane – RS believes this is to do with nearby work by HS2 but will take it up with Jonathan Roberts, senior engineer ‘Highways. RL is due to get5 distances to the bund and dimensions form Dave Butcher (local engagement manager HS2). FM, RL and Phil Gaskin/(Calvert) attended a private meeting with the Transport Select Committee last Thursday who visited the area. They brought up disruption, lack of communication, closed footpaths, no cycle tracks as promised amongst other items. The TSC and local landowners had a meeting afterward. RS asked FM if Twyford could have “no HS2” added to the “no EWR” traffic signs as large loads are coming through the village in the early hours. FM will ask the question – RS to put request in writing to FM. HS2 have installed monitors for noise, dust and vibration down by old railway line and publish results monthly. However, they publish the “average” which means spikes are not reported.









FM
9. Recreation Ground & pavilion – RL – looking less likely that HS2 will provide any funding due to the lack of match funding available and the dropout of landfill. Fencing - AW will speak to S Hodges.

AW
10. Burial ground – RL – grass has been cut, a dead tree has been replaced. Complaint received from a resident about strimmed grass not being removed.

11. Planning Applications – RFF have had site management plan approved by BC

12. Ratification of councillor duties. The following were agreed:-

· Old shop site development
RD

· HS2/EWR



RS

· Allotments & Village Hall
AP

· Church & burial grounds
WA

· Roads & speeding


MH

· Recreation ground

AW

13. AOB – RS asked FM to get clarification of the rules for getting 20mph speed limits as several Oxfordshire villages seem to now have these









FM
Councillors reminded by Clerk to start using new email addresses if not already done so. MH to help AP and RL to get them working on their phones.

Payments approved:-

[image: image1.emf]Payments for approval at PC meeting 22/5/2023

EON  Quarterly Street light maintenance 28.80

SSE Pavilion electric 1/12 - 29/3 457.30

Wave Water pavilion 7/12 to 6/3 42.88

NFU Mutual Annual tractor insurance 68.50

BALC/NALC Annual subscription 90.28

R Landells Expenses - stakes etc for trees 74.00

Zurich Annual insurance renewal 1870.73

Bucks & River Ounzel DB Annual drainage fees 13.59

Cartwright Landscapes CC repaying net 630.16

3276.24


Next meeting June 12th @ 19.30. 
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