Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 10th of March 2025
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr A Peers, Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott, Mr M Hallam, the Clerk, Mrs A Curtis

Also present: Mr M Baker 











Action
1. Apologies – Cllr F Mahon
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the February were approved and signed.
4. Report from Cllr Mahon:   Absent 
 
5. ‘Old Shop’ site landscaping project - RD
· Raised beds completed; One will be herb and one vegetable as per original plan and proposal to put bedding plants in third bone and get school involved – RL will speak to the school. AP suggested strawberry plants that could be grown and picked for school use. WA asked about water supply – there is a standpipe around the side of the hall. It was agreed to keep Callum Coll on for the mowing maintenance. The Christmas tree pipe will be removed and then hole filled. Any future installation will need to be concreted in. RL mentioned that the beds were at a different angle to the original plan, and he thought they were expensive £2,160 and not high enough. He also thought they would be divided into 8 sections each. RD explained that the costs had been shared before the installation - the sleepers themselves were £1,600. The sleepers are green oak and will darken over time.



RL
· Planting timeframe -RL asked if just before Easter was suitable. RD said this was feasible. MH advised to watch for frosts – vegetable planting preferably should be May/June.









RD
· Proposed bug hotel – all still in favour, ideas are required from councillors.
ALL
· Wall adjoining property next door – how can this be made a feature – Bill Burkinshaw has asked for a rose for his late wife, could the war memorial be against the wall? RS still wants a Doomsday plaque -MH suggested getting Twystory involved. RL suggested it could b included in a newsletter. AW asked if the memorial would represent Charndon and Poundon too -there is no reason not to.

RL/RD
 
6. EWR/HS2 - RS  
 
· HS2 – still working on the approach bridge – new estimated date for re-opening Gawcott road is 31/07/2025. Bat bridge is going ahead, costs have increased
· EKFB – going to do a litter pick Wednesday at 15:30. Alan Bedding and Anne have already done one.

 
7. Allotments/ Village Hall - AP
· Allotments - Jake and the Hansons may be vacating imminently. 

· Village Hall – no update
 
8. Church and Burial Ground – WA
· Vicar – no replacement for David Hiscock yet – he retires at the end of May

· Request from King family to erect a stone grave surround- this would make maintenance more difficult. Councillors felt more detail were required as in principle not keen. Invite to June meeting to discuss – bring photo of examples? Management of the grave would need to be agreed if permission were granted.



Clerk
9. Roads – MH 
· Speed watch not yet up and running. The clerk to re-send Paul Finks email to MH. 


· Mill Lane – the clerk reported the muck heap to IDB who came out and inspected, agreed a bylaw was being breached and were going to contact the landowner

· Portway Road – Kate Rolf, LAT manager, did not visit as promised. Grant Weaving – senior inspector – is supposed to be taking over. He came out last week without notice. Cllr FM told RL that they had come to a conclusion on what was needed. Alison Pollard (LAT) is back at work. Someone has been using Fix My Street a lot for the road between Portway Fram and Charndon.







10. Recreation Ground – AW – RL informed the meeting that the fencing should be completed this week.
11. Elections – councillors standing need to ensure they complete a nomination paper – clerk will forward the link for the papers by email. MH offered to print and deliver to those in Twyford. Clerk told the meeting that anyone wishing their paper to be delivered to Aylesbury on their behalf must leave them in an envelope addressed to her in the shop by lunchtime Saturday 29th March and she would organise.
ALL
 
12. Planning applications:   None known or reported 
 
13. Correspondence: Details of devolved services and payment for these have been received. The tasks, scope and area covered are too wide to make this viable. The clerk will let Buckinghamshire know that Twyford will not be proceeding.

Clerk
 
14. Any Other Business:   RL raised the question of the Council emails not working – the Clerk is looking at alternatives.

 Payments approved: -
[image: image1.emf]Roger Landells Larder purchase 54.82

Function 28 Annual website fee 144.00

198.82


Meeting closed 20:35 – next meeting 14th April 2025.
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