Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 11th of March 2024
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr M Hallam, Mr A Peers, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker, Cllr F Mahon (Buckinghamshire Council)











Action
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the February meeting were approved and signed. 

4. Cllr Mahon report – Noted break up of road outside village shop again – can we ensure it has been reported on fix My Street. FM spoke at length about the ongoing debate on road repairs and the number of complaints from Parish Councils he is receiving. He is confused as to what constitutes and emergency repair as opposed to a permanent one. Councillors pointed out that the presumably emergency repairs are a waste of time and money as they last a few days or weeks at best, and no permanent repairs ever replace them. Questions were raised on why Twyford has such a large number of potholes and whether Buckinghamshire council were concentrating on the south of the county, given that £105M was awarded by central government in 2023 over 4 years with a further £5M added at the back end of the year and a further £5M now pledged. FM will email Alison Poland at BC to request an urgent inspector visit to Twyford – he will cc the clerk.








FM
5. Old shop RD – The previous month has resulted in no further actions, predominantly impacted by the continued exceptionally wet weather. (A further 17 mm of rain fell Sunday afternoon and overnight). RD reviewed the site on Saturday, the ground is generally too soft to sustain traffic (pedestrian or mechanical) however, he would suggest the next action is to undertake a first cut of the establishing grass sward followed by an application of fertiliser, the grass now going yellow as soil nutrients have now been leached out by the volume of rainfall.

RD has requested Callum Todd to cut and collect the grassed area followed by an application of fertiliser, applied with a pedestrian spreader over the area when weather and ground conditions permit. Callum is unavailable until after 23rd March. 

Budget for completion in Appendix A

6. EWR/HS2 RS – EWR becoming more and more vague. They plan to install a welfare station at Charndon. The rail is laid, and they are damping down – when completed they will be running “mud” for HS2 on the rail. A mast is being installed on Poundon hill. HS2 – the building of the bund is ongoing. Gawcott Road will be closed to HS2 freight but there is no update on where this will then go. 4-way lights on Steeple Claydon/Twyford crossroads – these will not end on 17/3 as planned as the gasworks are incomplete. Perry Hill is closing 18/3 for electric works until 7/4. RS questioned the validity of the road closure/no HGV sign outside Portway Road – the road is not closed at that point and is misleading. FM said RS should contact Dave roberts at Buckinghamshire Council – Head of Highways; email Dave.Roberts@buckinghamshire.gov.uk and cc Steve.Broadbent@buckinghamshire.gov.uk, Alison.Poland@buckinghamshire.gov.uk, Angela.Macpherson@buckinghamshire.gov.uk and himself.  There is a mud tour on 20/3 – contact Ashton Gilbert at EKFB. Brenna Slade (EKFB) is holding a Q and A session in the village shop on 20/3 1-3pm to answer questions from anyone wanting to pose them. Dave Butcher came out and had another look at drains in Main Street and Church Street -he is suggesting they will put dye down the last visible/accessible drain in Church Street to find out where the water egresses. There are still ongoing discussions regarding the diversion of water through Dave Jellis-Jones’ Garden.
7. Allotments and Village Hall AP – there are 2 planned discos in the village hall which are/will be well advertised. Allotments – no updates
8. Church and Burial Ground WA – WA/RL met with Ed Flint re the grass cutting. He was apologetic regarding machinery breakdown in the latter part of 2023. Methodology going forward was discussed – EF will carry out 14 cuts in 2024 if growth requires it. Strimming can also be deployed. He is going to look at a solution for the conifer creating problems overhanging Pam Whittam’s Garden and also look at the failing cherry tree in the burial ground. MH suggested a survey of trees and their condition should be undertaken in the Spring. 
9. Roads and Speeding – there are now 5 volunteers for Speedwatch. MH will send them the link to sign up and take the online test. Clerk to order Speedwatch signs for village gates.


MH/Clerk
10. Recreation Ground – AW – quite a lot on fencing needs doing – AW has been in touch with Chris Rand. There were discussions concerning the ditch and hedge – WA believes some of the ditch has been compulsorily taken by HS2 – he will find out which part. This can hopefully be paid for from the mitigation pot. AW has spoken to O & H properties – they are still planning on laying water on to the field adjacent to the burial ground which will make getting water for us in the burial ground easier.

WA
11. Planning Applications – Silage clamp extension and replacement fencing at Portway Farm – no objections.
12. Correspondence – notice from HS2 regarding 2-year access to recreation ground for surveys – RS looking into
13. AOB – HS2/Buckinghamshire Council having a disagreement about road repairs that BC are deemed to be the responsibility of HS2. RL has submitted a FOI request. Community larder – MH estimates £50 per week is required to stock the larder which is still being used - RL said FM has secured further funds from Helping Hands and he will speak to him about it. RL to send contact numbers for Helping Hands to MH; Banking hub in Buckingham – the Community Board are liaising with Cash Access to get information to villagers via publications etc
and a possible visit to the village









RL
Payments approved: -
[image: image1.emf]Bucks Council Dog bin emptying - annual charge 210.31


Meeting closed 21:00 – next meeting Monday 8th April 2024
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