Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 13th of January 2025
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott, Mr M Hallam, Mr A Peers, Cllr F Mahon and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker, Mrs L Dodd (member of the public) 











Action
Mrs Dodd addressed the meeting concerning the ongoing water issue on the road outside her driveway. Water and mud are continuously being sprayed onto her drive creating a hazard. She has already slipped over once and has now stopped using the drive for fear of further accidents. Mrs Dodd wanted to know whose responsibility the state of the rod and apparent water leak were. Cllr Mahon is meeting the senior manager of the LAT’s tomorrow in Steeple Claydon and will arrange to bring her to Twyford around 1.30pm to meet with Mrs Dodd and look at the situation. RL has tried to obtain a name to contact at Anglian Water as he believes the leak stems from when work was carried out with SWS on the main further up Portway Road. RS is going to forward a video of the road and damage to Cllr Mahon.

Mrs Dodd thanked council and left the meeting.
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the November meeting were approved and signed. 

4. Cllr Mahon report –FM reported that he would be the only councillor attending Parish Council meetings until May, averaging 2 per night,  so he apologises in advance for his lack of availability for the full duration of all meetings. FM is doing his practical Speedwatch training in Steeple Claydon tomorrow with the ex-police officer. He had sent an email through giving advice on signing up volunteers – MH and the clerk informed him that they already had 5 people signed up and more in the pipeline – Twyford appear further ahead than Steeple Claydon. 




5. Roads and Speeding – moved up from agenda item 9 so Cllr Mahon could be present. The state of the road outside the shop, as discussed at the outset of the meeting is a disaster and there appears to be no real urgency by Buckinghamshire to do anything. RL wrote to Tett and the Chief Executive at Bucks – the former has not replied. RL also wrote to Steve Broadbent – again, no reply. RS spoke to a Bucks employee called Steven regarding Fix My Street and why reported faults and issues seemed to disappear without resolution. He said something was due to be done on the road 2nd-3rd April, which RS pointed out was much too late, given the current poor state. Main Street was supposed to be closed in December for some remedial work – this did not happen and will now take place in February – this had not been communicated either.FM will raise it with the LAT manager tomorrow. FM said he still had been unable to get an answer on the definition of an emergency repair. RL – Main Street is a restricted byway, metalled road – he asked FM if Bucks is responsible for it. FM said if it had been repaired in the past, it must have been adopted. RL reported that a significant amount of muck has been piled up and is seeping over the road and into the brook. AW has spoken to the farmer responsible, who moved the pile back slightly. The vehicles Tlingit there are leaving a lot behind on the road and the footpath is appalling.FM will see if Mill Lane can also be visited by the LAT manager tomorrow. FM has spoken to and emailed Abdul regarding interest on the mitigation pot. He had also asked for an extension to the deadline for spending it from 2026 to 2030 and a change of the name to Community Improvement fund. He has not heard back yet.








FM/RL
6. Old shop RD – the final cut of the season has been done. The blockwork has been completed, and the excess soil is being stored at AJ Cox’s. when the weather improves, the raised beds will be installed. Various sleeper quotes have been received, Callum will do crosscuts and mitres with his chainsaw @ £20/hour. Green oak untreated new sleepers will be used – RD will put a budget together for the raised beds. RL said he had sent councillors a list of saplings available from EKFB – has anyone had any ideas where these could be utilised. Suggestions were the playing field and possibly the community garden. The pipe used for the Christmas tree – hidden by a cone. Do we want to keep and possibly utilise for a flagpole – AW/MH thought it best to remove and store it as to become permanent it will need concreting in, and the position may need to change when the beds are installed.







RD
7. EWR/HS2 RS – EWR - EWR – EWR – not much to report. The Bicester consultation needs to be in by 3st Jan and it will be up and running by the end of the year – 4 passenger and 1 freight train in each direction every hour. It has not yet been decided where to source electricity from on the level crossing– Quainton or East Claydon. 2 faster train overtake bays are planned. The Bucks employee who was manager of relationship between EWR and Bucks is on protracted sick leave – RL wrote to the temporary replacement and received a long reply  - the replacement is also manager of relations between Bucks and HS2.  HS2 – started rotary boring 20/2 for 2-3 weeks and sheet piling 3/2 for 2 weeks. Meetings are going to be held to discuss noise and vibration, and local stakeholders will be involved. RL wrote to EKFB regarding the last piling, suggesting they donate to the church window fund – no reply received yet. EWR consultation closes before the next PC meeting – the closure of the level crossing in Bicester will create lengthy diversions. The PC should respond regarding the effect of this closure -   large effect on Twyford residents. RL proposing to Angela Macpherson that the format of the CALM meetings should be changed so that the correct and relevant people attend on both sides. 
8. Allotments and Village Hall AP – the meeting agreed that there were no tree preservation orders on the overgrown allotment and AP should go back to the tenant wishing to take this on. They may want to put some polytunnels on it too – clerk to check if there are any planning restrictions.  Due to the state of it, rent will be waivered for the first year. Village Hall – no updates yet, could be February.




AP/Clerk
9. Church and Burial Ground WA – Grass cutting – JT property services willing to take it on this year again – meeting agreed this would be a better solution than going out to tender. Rev David Hiscock is retiring 31/5/25 – he is being made an honorary canon 1/2/25 and will step down to Team Vicar from Team Rector. MH – can WA find out about what will happen in June when his daughter’s wedding is due to take place.

WA


10. Recreation Ground – AW – RL attended the cricket club AGM – they are going to make the best effort to continue with one team this season and will look after the wicket themselves. Trevor King is now chair, Sam Roberts 1st team captain. The Asians are not playing. CC attempting to stay in same league. Sunday Asians not playing as they failed to pay their subs last season. Ian Perna is going to umpire.  Rec – more posts and rails need replacing due to erosion of the brook and age. There are still some posts and rails left gifted by EKFB.
11. Precept – finance sub committee met in December and looked at the current year and anticipated future expenditure. The PC have been approached by Tina Hodges regarding assistance with funding the Twyford Newsletter. RL proposed that the precept should be set at £17,600  - this was seconded by WA and unanimously agreed. The clerk will complete the necessary paperwork.






Clerk
12. Planning Applications – none. The application for  shed in the front garden at Bramley Cottage was refused.
13. Correspondence – Poundon need a defibrillator and he community board are happy to support. Poundon do not have a bank account so the meeting agreed that they could use the Twyford PC account to receive the funding and pay for the defibrillator. The clerk will pass on the details to Elaine Witteridge who is organising it.



Clerk
14. AOB – RD asked if any progress regarding masts for better mobile signals from EWR/HS2 – no progress at moment, RL will chase

RL

Payments approved: -
[image: image1.emf]Bucks council  Dog bins 1 year to 31/03/25 234.00

Sports & spaces Community garden maint and spring bulbs 84.00

318.00


Meeting closed 20:55 – next meeting 10th February 2025.
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