Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 10th February 2025
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr A Peers, Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott (acting clerk).
Also present: Mr M Baker, Cllr F Mahon 











Action
1. Apologies – Mr M Hallam, the Clerk, Mrs A Curtis
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the January were approved and will be signed at the March meeting. 

4. Report from Cllr Mahon:   The Councillor reported on the following Buckinghamshire Council initiatives: 
 
· The Senior Highways Liaison Officer has announced that Grant Weaving had been appointed as the temporary head of the Local Area Technicians (“LATS”) team for the Grendon Underwood ward.   Highways problems and issues should be reported to him. 
 
· Cllr Mahon has arranged for a visit later in the week by Rod Black, who heads up the HS2 section of Highways, who will inspect roads in the locality accompanied by Senior Technicians. 
 
· Pension Credit ‘drop-in’ sessions.   These had been inaccessible to elderly in the Ward, so Cllr Mahon had arranged for a session to be held in Steeple Claydon.   In addition, there will be an ‘Energy Doctor’ session at the same venue on the 1st of March 2025 between 3.00pm – 4.00pm. 
 
· Cllr Mahon thanked Twyford FC for hosting a charity match for the Overweight’s FC.   To recognize the gesture, the visitors have donated the sum of £150 to the Twyford Food Bank. 
 
· There is an emerging policy initiative which is being referred for consultation in respect of a Highway Lane ‘rental’ scheme: in order to encourage utility companies to work outside rush hours in the vicinity of schools and hospitals, Buckinghamshire Council will ‘incentivize’ compliance by increasing fines from £70 up to £2500 per day or part thereof; similarly, it is intended that fines will be imposed if traffic management equipment is not dismantled and removed once works have been completed.    The funds raised will be diverted and split equally between highway maintenance and green space initiatives.   It was noted that utility companies employed by hS2 Ltd will be exempt from these policies. 
 
6. ‘Old Shop’ site landscaping project:   Rob Donald reported on his work on pricing up the costs of the hexagonal raised bed feature to be constructed at the southern end of the garden.   For the Parish Council to procure the materials and then deploy their own labour to install, it will cost about £2015; but a quotation (as attached) from Landscape 365 (the proprietor is Mark Schofield, who lives in Church Street) for the total costs of labour and materials extended to only £2160.    It was resolved to accept this quotation subject to references and examples of work being made available by the contractor. 





RD
 
7. Village Hall Improvement Scheme: Andy Peers reported that the consultation where the plans had been made available for inspection but for various reasons only the Chair of the Parish Council attended.   The Chair indicated that he had requested a meeting with the VH Committee as there were other issues at stake here. Apparently, it is the VHC intention to display their plans on boards in the tented area during the pantomime. 
 
8. hS2:   Rae Sloan reported that road closures in the area will endure for the time being.   There will be a consultation event at Calvert Green Community Hall on the 20th of February 2025 between 3.00pm – 6.30pm.    Shortly work will commence on the importation (by lorry) of large quantities of aggregates for the Infrastructure Maintenance Depot, as well as import of materials for the embankments of the reconstructed Approach Bridge.    The temporary Approach Road diversion will be stopped up and traffic re-routed via School Hill in Charndon as soon as the Gawcott Road has re-opened. 
 
There have been complaints from residents about noise from the piling operations.  It seems that the engineers have unexpectedly met substantial beds of hard rock, silica and granite; and the piling work will continue for about another fortnight. 
 
East-West Rail. Roger Landells apologized but, due to a hospital appointment, he had failed to make the agreed entry to the on line consultation concerning the proposed closure of the London Road level crossing in Bicester. 
 
9. Allotments:   Andy Peers reported little change.   It was noted that there is an offer of surplus topsoil being available to take away, in School Lane. 
 
10. Church and Burial Ground:   Will Abbott reported that applications had been invited for the position of Team Rector. 
 
11. Roads and Speeding:   Roger Landells reported that ecologists employed by Anglian Water have missed the available window for the Great Crested Newt survey, and so the works in School Lane have been delayed.   An alternative route for the pipeline down School Lane and then across the Recreation Ground was agreed by the meeting as not being feasible and to be resisted. 
 
12. The Recreation Ground:   The meeting resolved to proceed with the quotations for £684 for fencing materials and then labour in the sum of £1400, to repair the post and rail fences. 
 
13. Food Larder:   Cllr Mahon is trying to negotiate an extension for the facility to beyond the end of March.   If not, surplus funds donated by ‘Helping Hands’ might have to be returned.   However, it was thought that ‘Sacks of Hope’ could continue to be distributed through the local primary schools. 
 
14. Planning applications:   None known or reported 
 
15. Correspondence:   None 
 
16. Any Other Business:   Cllr Mahon that there will be a consultation held at Botolph Claydon Village Hall on the 19th February 2025 on one of the Granborough Battery Storage Schemes. 
Payments approved: -


[image: image1.emf]Roger Landells Larder purchase 37.35

Anglian water Water -  pavilion 53.10

Anglian water Water - allotments 29.08

119.53


Meeting closed 21:00 – next meeting 10th March 2025.
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