Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 19th of February 2024.
In Twyford Village Hall Committee Room 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr M Hallam, Mr A Peers, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott and the clerk, Mrs A Curtis.
Also present: Mr M Baker, 











Action
1. Apologies – Cllr F Mahon (Buckinghamshire Council)
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the January meeting were approved and signed. 

4. Cllr Mahon report – -absent.
5. Old shop RD – no progress due to weather conditions. Despite heavy rainfall the ground does appear to be draining well. Once dried out the grass will need a couple of cuts to encourage growth. RD will send the bug hotel design and a document on costings to complete project to the clerk. There needs to be thought on how to get the schoolchildren involved in the project. Clerk will ask Judith Wainright for a statement of the mitigation pot as RS seemed to remember Judith mentioning a balance of circa £29k at the CALM meeting whereas the PC records show £51k. 

RD/Clerk
6. EWR/HS2 RS – EWR will be carrying out the Bicester-Bletchley track setting works overnight 6pm-7am commencing 26/2 expecting to comete 31/5. Marsh Gibbon brdge came up at CALM meeting- continued flooding despite assurances this would not happen and at one point land to the side was slipping. HS2 have 4-way traffic lights on the Steeple Claydon junction – these will be in place until 17/3 to enable gas works. There are site visits for the community planned on 20/3. 18/3 to 7/4 West Street will be closed for electricity works. 13/3 7pm meeting in Twyford village hall for HS2 to present plans re the bund – planting etc. There is a possibility of public access to the bund in terms of cycle/walking paths. Drains – workers came out and identified blockages down Main Street, some of which could not be cleared. Bucks Council need to return and deal with the blockages and the planned diversion through Dave Jellis-Jones land. RS has asked for any photos of flooding via the ladies WhatsApp group. EKFB have offered to pay for cameras to be put down drains by Steve McGregor’s – RL/RS liaising with Chris James.
7. Allotments and Village Hall AP – 2 half plots formerly tenanted by Plonkers have now be rented to a Charndon resident. There may be an opportunity in the future for them to also clear some of the overgrown plot. Village Hall – an architect has now been approached to draw up plans. There will not be room for a shed to contain the mower or fuel as previously discussed. Jubilee painting – donation requested for 1/3rd of cost £1k. PC will look at this when further funds received from HS2 to reimburse pavilion spend. EKFB have provide a container to store scenery etc from village hall which will be stored offsite.
8. Church and Burial Ground WA – grass cutting has been an issue due to the weather and there was a discussion on how this could be overcome- strimming? RL to speak to Ed Flint





RL
9. Roads and Speeding – 4 people expressed an interest in Speedwatch training so far. Frank Mahon told RL he would raise the question of the apparent underuse of the new pothole machine. RL to write to Mr Broadbent, Cabinet Member for Transport, expressing the village’s concerns about the state of the roads and its frustration that there appears to be a deadlock between the Unitary and HS2 regarding the responsibility and timetable for repairs.





FM /RL
10. Recreation Ground – AW – nothing to report. 
Pavilion update: 

Main works completed. Internal decoration and fixtures fittings are awaiting outcome of £10k funding application to landfill – due before committee 14/3. Final claim to HS2 has been submitted.
11. Poundon amalgamation -    RL reported that resident of Poundon do not seem keen. The issue seems to be a fear their council tax would rise and they would be subsidising Twyford.
12. Planning Applications – Grange cottage and 20 Portway Road – no objections.
13. Correspondence - clerk raised a verbal enquiry from Pam Whittam. High fir tree in churchyard creating mess in her garden with pine needles contaminating her pond and not breaking down. WA will raise with PCC.
14. AOB – none.
Payments approved: -
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Ed Flint Grass cutting 2023 320.00

464.00


Meeting closed 20:42 – next meeting Monday 11th March 2024
2
1

