Twyford Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 14th of April 2025
In Committee room at 19:30
Present: Mr R Landells (Chairman), Mr A Peers, Mr R Donald, Mrs R Sloan, Mr A Wood, Mr W Abbott, Mr M Hallam, the Clerk, Mrs A Curtis

Also present: Mr M Baker, Cllr F Mahon and Cllr A Macpherson











Action
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of Interests – None
3. Minutes - the minutes of the March were approved and signed.
4. ‘Old Shop’ site landscaping project - RD
· 2 cuts since last meeting
· RL contacted school re getting involved with beds – agreed in principle but deferred until school term restarts

· Bronze war plaque including names in relief – cost circa£1500; would need to know how long the name role would be; RS asked if names could be added to the plaque if needed, RD said it would be possible to leave room for this

· Bill B is taking advice on what plant would be suitable for wall in memory of his wife

· Bug hotel – position for it has been identified – RD showed some photo examples such as one made in the form of dry-stone walling, to a height of 4-5 feet; FM pointed out the height may be a danger for children or could be vandalised

· Meeting agreed that RD should go ahead and have Christmas Tree spigot removed and the patch reinstated







RD
 
5. EWR/HS2 - RS  
 
· HS2 - Gawcott Road should re-open end of July -Cllr Macpherson pointed out that it may close again for repairs
· HS2 - In May the temporary Calvert Green Road will open, Charndon crossroads to Steeple Claydon.

· HS2 - It was noted that the noisy works by the church were halted during the recent funeral and should be finished completely by Friday.

· EWR – new compound being laid up to Deeley’s farm. 

· There was discussion regarding the reinstatement of a station locally – Cllr Macpherson reminded councillors that at one time a passive station had been asked for - she has since asked officers to check if this is still a dormant issue or a possibility but has had no reply. It would require the spur to Aylesbury Parkway.

· HS2 - Decision on extension of mitigation pot deadline still ongoing. Decision maker Sean Armstrong has been off sick.

· HS2 - RL had circulated news report regarding a slowdown on the Birmingham link. He said the local priorities for getting things done needed clarifying. There is a design for the IMD but this has not been seen – RS will chase.


RS
 
6. Allotments/ Village Hall - AP
· Allotments – AP is organizing the date for 7 EKFB workers to come and clear the overgrown plot; FM reiterated that vacant allotments should be advertised in Steeple Claydon if no luck in Twyford






AP
· Village Hall – no update
 
7. Church and Burial Ground – WA
· Vicar – still no replacement for David Hiscock yet – he retires at the end of May

8. Roads – MH 
· Speed watch not yet up and running – MH will put out Facebook post and RS will speak to Sue Force – need someone to spearhead when MH steps down in May.
· Portway Road – Alison Pollard (LAT) has been very helpful regarding flood outside shop – by the end of this month the ditch will be emptied and deepened and the tree that was cut down removed and there will be an opportunity to put a camera down the drains to see if there are any breakages

· RL has had a reply from Daniel Pearce – the drain will not be taken across the recreation ground 

· The newt area was set out last week – trained dogs will be brough in to sniff out the newts so they can be relocated

9. Recreation Ground – AW – tractor has a fault that may cost a considerable amount to repair. FM suggested using mitigation pot money to purchase new.
10. Planning applications – none – Cllr A Macpherson explained the rationale behind withholding public comments on planning portal – it is under GDPR rules; RS mentioned there will be no access to the planning portal for 6 weeks whilst 3 systems are amalgamated

11. Correspondence - none
12. Retiring Chairman report – RL read out a report outlining achievements over the last year and thanking councillors and the clerk for their support.

13. AOB 

· RD said Flannery brought a low loader with a twin ram dumper through the village – this is too big – FM said he should contact EKFB Chris James (Chrisjames@ekfb.co.uk), cc’ing elected members. 
· The meeting presented Cllr Macpherson with flowers as she is not standing for re-election. Gifts for outgoing Twyford councillors were presented to MH, WA and RL.

· MH thanked the meeting and offered manual labour if required in the future

· WA thanked the meeting and wished all the best to the PC for the future

· FM expressed pleasure at working with the PC and if re-elected looks forward to working with them in the future

· PAMac also expressed thanks for the flowers and her time working with the PC.

Payments approved

[image: image1.emf]Roger Landells Larder purchase 90.45

Roger Landells Printing 30.00

NBPPC Annual subscription 20.00

Cartwright Landscapes Mower service 133.44

County Patios & paving Rec fencing 1400.00

 Tina Hodges Newsletter printing 39.42

Portway Farms Post & Rails 821.28

JT Property Services Grass cutting 480.00

A Curtis Clerk salary 949.78

HMRC PAYE on clerk salary 613.18

4577.55


Meeting closed 20:40 – next meeting 12th May 2025, immediately after the AGM
2
1

